Why do we believe
in the Cross?

Many of my Muslim friends ask me why

Christians believe in the cross. As | consid-

ered this, | thought of six basic reasons:

1) God promised it through the Jewish prophets
before Christ. Chief among these prophets was David
who prophesied saying “Dogs have surroundedme;
the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me; they
piercedmy hands andmy feet.” Psalms 22 (Zabour).
Note that David was not crucified, so he could not
have been referring to himself.

2) The crucifixion did not take the Messiah by surprise. Rather, He
came for that very purpose. He told His disciples, “Behold. . . the Son of
man shall be delivered to the chief priests, and to the scribes; and shall
condermn Him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gentiles: and they shall
mock him, and shall scourge him and shall spit upon him, and shall kill

him: and on the third day he shallrise again.” Mark 10:33,34

3) There were many witnesses present during the crucifixion. Most
important to mention is Mary the mother of Jesus and John, one of his
closest disciples. John wrote about the crucifixion so that everyone would
know what happened. And would a mother not know her own son? And
why would God start a religion builton deception given the fact that the
most important disciples of Christ believed and taught His crucifixion?

4) The words of the crucified one: The disciples of Christ recordedthese
words that were spoken from the cross: “Fatherforgive them for they do
not know whatthey are doing.” Luke 23:34. Are these the words of an
imposter or a substitute? John also wrote that the crucified one told Mary
to consider John as her son in his place, and then charged John to take
Mary as a motherto care for her. John 19:26-27. Why would someone else
care about Mary’s future?

5) The testimony of Christians: During the crucifixionmost of the
Messiah'’s disciples ran away at first. But after three days He rose from the
dead and appeared to them. This inspired each of them to offer his life for
the cause of spreading the message of salvation. This salvation was based
on the crucifixion, death and resurrection of the Messiah. Also, Christians
have practiced two ordinances since the dawn of Christianity until this day:
baptism and the Lord’s supper, to commemorate what the Messiah did on
the cross.

6) The contemporary historians: Pagan, Jewish and Christian historians
wrote about the crucifixion and its universal acceptance. Among them are
Flavius Josephus in 37 AD (about four years after the crucifixion), Thallus
(the Samaritan) in 52 AD, Suetonius in 120 AD, and Pliny the Younger in
112 AD. Further, Justin Martyr wrote a defense of Christianity to the Pagan
emperor Antonius Pious in 150 A.D. In it he mentions the piercing of the
Messiah’s hands and feet by the Romans. He also mentions that what took
place during the crucifixion is in Pontius Pilate’s records in the emperor’s
possession. Hence, the cross was not invented lateron due to corruption,
but it was and is the heart of Christianity.

The Crucifivion and the Qur’an

The Qur'an states the following verse: “Andtheir saying, We killedthe
Christ—Isa, son of Mary, God’s apostle; they neither killedhim nor cruci-
fied him, but it appearedto them so . . . surely they did not kill him but God
raisedhim to himself....” Sura 4:157-158 (literal translation)

Many Muslims say that God did not allow the Messiah to be killed, but
delivered him because he is God’s messenger. One has to ask then, does
Islam disallow the killing of God’s messengers? The Quran, the source of
the Islamic faith, would be a good place to look for an answer. It says, “And
we brought Moses the scriptures and followed him with messengers, and
we gave Jesus, son of Mary, clear arguments and supported him by the
Holy Spirit. Why s it that every time a messenger brings you what you do
not like you become arrogant? Some you made ouit to be liars and some
you killed.” Sura 2:87

As you might know, Moses was accused of lying but was not killed.
Whom in this verse represents those who werekilled?If we did not deduce
that the son of Mary is the one intended, we should at least deduce that
God allows the killing of His messengers. Why then does He interfere with
the crucifixion? Why did He not interfere in delivering the messenger of
Islam from the poison of Zaineb Bint alharth, the Jewess from khaiber?
Why does He only interfere with the death of the Messiah?

The Qur'an also says, “Peacebe upon me, the day ! was born, the day
| die, and the day | am brought back to life.” Sura 19:33 “And | was a wit-
ness over them, as long as | was among them, but when you caused me to
die you were the watcher over them. You are the witness over everything.”
Sura 5:117 “When Allah said, ‘Oh Isa! | will cause you to die and raise you
to me and cleanse you from all who disbelieve and make those who follow
you above those who disbelieve tillthe day of resurrection.” Sura 3:54

What is obvious in the first verse is that death comes before the bring-
ing back to life. Hence, some Muslims have tried to explain that verse by
inventing the idea that the Messiah will come back and die and then be
brought back to life! Why would he return to die? The Qur’an is not safe
in the hands of those who hold this opinion as they dare to twist its suras.
They say, “twaffitany”which is equal to saying, “Putme to death.” This is
to be understood as “istaufaytany”meaning “gatheredme up.” They do
not keep this interpretation when the word is used about someone other
than Christ, like the messenger of Islam, for example (Suras 10:46;

13:40; 40:77). Then, after they finish twisting theirtongues, they accuse

us of changing our books! The faithful commentators, however, have stated
what is in their books without twisting it, though they disagree in theirin-
terpretations. Some of them said he died for three hours, others say seven
hours, and so on.

Judas, among others, is said to have been crucified instead of Christ.
However, the Bible states that he hung himself and then fell, and his guts
poured out. Matthew 27, Acts 1 Are the words spoken from the cross
suitable to this traitor? Would not Mary and John be able to distinguish
between Jesus and Judas? What is God’s purpose in misleading them and
the whole of Christendom? This verse can be understood that it appearedto
the Jews that they got what they wanted, but God raised Christ and they did
not get rid of him for good.

The Meaning of The Cross

Our parents, Adam and Eve, sinned by disobeying God. Although God had
forgiven their personal sin, they were still expelled from Paradise (Sura
2:30-38). This implies that a serious change in their nature made them un-
fit to remain in Paradise. Their descendants must have inherited that condi-
tion because they were not able to return to Paradise where they were sup-
posed to be. Almost all the religions in the world seek to attain that state of
perfection which our parents once had. The Bible diagnoses this inherited
condition as sin. God is perfect, pure and holy, and He cannot live with
sin. That is why He covered Adam and Eve with animal skin. Thus, He was
the firstto offer a sacrifice on their behalf. Then Abel offered a sacrifice to
God, and God accepted it. His brother, Cain, on the other hand, wanted to
do things his way and offered the best fruit of the land. But God rejected it.
This shows that God cares about how we worship Him and does not ac-
cept just any kind of worship we choose. Every generation from Adam to
Noah, to Ibrahim, Moussa, and David offered sacrifices to cover their sins
according to God’s instructions. The prophet David confessed his sin in
the Zabour (Psalms) saying, “Have mercy upon me, O God, accordingto
thy lovingkindness; according to the muititude of thy tender mercies blot

out my transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse
me from my sin. For | acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever
before me. Against thee, thee only, have | sinned, and done this evil in thy
sight: that thou mightest be justified when though speakest, and be clear

when thou judgest. Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my

mother conceiveme.” Psalm 51:1-5.

Solomon the Wise built a temple in Jerusalem, according to God’s in-
structions, where sacrifices were offered untilthe coming of the Messiah.
For He was the real sacrifice who was promised and whom the sacrifices
symbolized. Other Jewish prophets prophesied about the coming of Christ
with words like these: “Surely he hathborn our griefs, and carried our
sorrows: yet we did esteermn him stricken, smitten of God and afflicted. But
he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniqui-
ties: the chastisernent of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes
we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have tumed every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter . . . Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
him; he hath put him to grief: when thou shalt make his Soul an offering
for sin, he shall see his seed . . . by his knowledge shall my righteous
servant justity many; for he shall bear theiriniquities.” 1saiah 53.

Jesus, the Messiah was the only man who was born different from the
rest. He was unique, according to the prophet of Islam, in that he was the
only one whom Satan could not touch at his birth, as recorded in Bukhari.
His perfection made him worthy to be a perfect sacrifice on behalf of the
sinful human race. Therefore, either you must die for your own sins — for-
ever in hell— or you must believe and trust that Jesus came to bear your
sins for you through His death on the cross — God’s perfect sacrifice — so
you may live forever in Heaven. We invite you now to repent of your sin,
flee from death, choose eternal life, and trust in the sacrifice Jesus made
for you on the cross. We invite you to come to Jesus.
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